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This double issue of “DIE ERDE” touches upon
the theme of migration — which is certainly among
the most exciting topics in the current public and
academic discourse. But understanding the caus-
es, the processes and patterns of migration pro-
jects is a challenging task. Internationally, the
debate on migration and integration is concentrat-
ed in an independent (or separate) academic field
labelled “migration studies”, while in Germany
questions of “migration and integration” are still
dealt with mainly as a part of population studies
or as an annex of other fields of research such as
education or social work — restricting the perspec-
tive often to the deficits and problems of integra-
tion. The current issue of “DIE ERDE” steps out
of this narrow definition of migration as part of
population studies. It introduces “migration stud-
ies” as a field on its own, with cultural, social and
economic perspectives woven closely into the
analysis. The focus of the chapters is on devel-
opments that are tightly linked to the process of
globalisation and social transformation. Such a
transformation process is indicated by the rede-
finition of symbols und myths, accentuated lines
of inclusion and exclusion, by the construction
of transnationalism and through highlighting the
role of migration for global and regional econom-

ic restructuring. All contributions in this issue
refer implicitly or explicitly to the question of
whether we may identify new “geographies of
migration” and if so, what its features might be,
and how to make them visible'.

This publication presents a selection of papers
that were prepared for the conference “Towards
New Geographies of Migration? — Transnation-
al Spaces, Immigrant Entrepreneurship and De-
velopment as Builders of Social and Spatial Or-
ganization in Europe” at Bremen University in
September 2008, financed by DFG and BIGSSS
(Bremen International Graduate School of Social
Sciences). All contributions here give weight to
an interpretation that sees migration as an out-
come of international relations of power on the
one hand and migrant agency on the other hand,
generating new spatial arrangements (at the lo-
cal, national and global level). Embedded in proc-
esses of globalisation and restructuring, mi-
grants are often able to introduce social and eco-
nomic changes in certain sectors and spaces, fre-
quently in those that are perceived as “margin-
al” by the mainstream societies. It is argued here
that migrants act as a propelling or at least an
active force in the process of rescaling world-
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wide, and it is assumed that migration functions
as a defining force of social and spatial organi-
sation. New geographies of migration have
emerged and contributed to broader social change
in Europe. Althrough German history, from the
middle ages to the industrialisation phase and still
today, migration has worked as a prominent form
of social transformation (Hoerder 2010: 22, Oster-
hammel 2009: 195f.). Nevertheless, of course, there
has been a substantial shift in the way migration
works today. Why NEW geographies?

In 2010 there are more international migrants than
ever before and their number is predicted to in-
crease (see Fig. 1). This is a quantitative ques-
tion only on the surface: More and increasingly
heterogeneous groups of the population have to
deal with “migration” and, more generally, with
various forms of “mobilities”. However, it is not
only individuals who are on the move, the
“stable” part of the society is also increasingly
confronted with the consequences of migration
and is facing transformed local realities. For many
social groups spatial mobility, as one form of hu-
man action, has now become a precondition for the
organisation of their daily lives and life courses.
Further forms of migration have changed: Circular-
ity has become more important, and transnational
communities constitute a new option for many mi-
grants. The interest of migration research should
thus concentrate preliminarily on the qualitative
changes that occur with migration.

One theoretical commonality in all contributions
in this issue is the notion that the analysis of mi-
gration and mobility may serve as a privileged way
to understand the broader changes in the social
and spatial organisation of societies. In addition,
we have good reason to assume that the spatial
implications of global change, such as global
warming and the destabilisation of many states
and territories, will increasingly lead to a perspec-
tive that sees “migration” as a core issue in the
discipline of geography — and vice versa issues
of regionalisation in the core of the migration de-

bate. Migration makes the abstract social organ-
isation spatial and visible, especially in times of
globalisation and in times of restructuring and
growing regional inequalities. “Migration” brings
together the social and spatial realities of various
states and regions, cities and persons; it spans
political borders and continents. Furthermore,
migration has become a key feature in the proc-
ess of europeanisation; all European countries
show a proportion of about 5 to 20 % of their
population being of migrant origin, and in most
cities the share of immigrants is even higher. Mi-
grants are no longer a transitional or marginal part
of the population, which they were perceived as
for many years, but they constitute a lasting fea-
ture of European societies. All articles here men-
tion the crucial importance of transnational forms
of social and spatial organisation and the creation
of new local and global realities through migrants.

Migration and Globalisation

Increasing globalisation since the late 1960s has
changed the migratory flows all over the world.
Especially during the 1990s globalisation gave
migration a boost; new technologies, new possi-
bilities to travel and new possibilities for the in-
ternational transfer of money were introduced into
the global circuits of goods and people. Further,
new boundaries, or new national frontiers, creat-
ed “new migrants”. Shifting boundaries some-
times turned former inhabitants statistically to
“migrants”, for example in the former Soviet Union.

The increase of international migration affects ab-
solute numbers as well as the relative number of
international migrants among the world popula-
tion (see Fig. 1) —in 2010 they make up about
213 mill. people worldwide (about 104.7 mill. fe-
male migrants and 109.1 mill. male migrants). How
are these data gathered? The UN provides the
only available data, and these again are a compi-
lation of various sources of national data. These
data differ from country to country, they are gath-
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Fig. I Estimated number of all international migrants worldwide, 1960-2010, Source: United Nations, Popu-
lation Division 2010 / Geschditzte Zahl internationaler Migranten weltweit im Zeitraum 1960-2010,
Quelle: United Nations, Population Division 2010

ered for different reasons, and they may adopt
very different definitions of migrants that some-
times include the foreign-born second generation
and sometimes not. Some countries define short-
term moves as migration, others do not. Some di-
vide the data by gender, others do not. Some use
census data, others use resident population regis-
ters. What is not included in this figure is the huge
number of informal, non-registered migrants all
over the world. Refugees are also not mentioned
here. If these numerous and highly important
groups were included, the number of international
migrants would be even higher. Still, the data allow
us to identify some trends such as the increase of
migration as a whole. Also the composition of the
migration flows has changed: There has been a
continuous increase in the share of female migrants
among the total international migrant population,
constituting 49 % in 2010. This phenomenon is re-
ferred to as the “feminisation of migration” in the
NGO-related discourses on migration as well as in
academic research. Even if women already

accounted for nearly 47 % of all migrants living out-
side their countries of birth in the 1960s, with these
percentages reaching 48 % in 1990 and 49 % in 2000
(Zlotnik 2003), gender-blindness was, for a long
time, a common feature in most research on migra-
tion. “Historical amnesia (has) befallen female im-
migration” (Kofman 2008: 59) — similar to the ne-
glected and marginalised position of migration in
European history. Migrant women tend to be even
less visible to the overall society than migrant men,
and if all authors were asked to focus on gender
questions, too, few were able to do so.

Migration and Theory

To date, migration studies have certainly lacked
one theoretical core and are organised either as a
separate field (migration studies) or as an annex
to a variety of disciplines (geography, sociology,
history, law, politics, anthropology, political sci-
ence). This means that interdisciplinarity is need-
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ed in order to fully understand the migration proc-
ess. But it also has the consequence that “migra-
tion” is an overly complex and under-theorised
field. Many authors complain about this from the
onset (Bommes and Halfmann 1998), stressing the
point that there has not yet been a substantial
theory building in migration studies. What adds
to the complexity of the migration process itself,
is the fact that very often, academic and applied
research in migration studies overlap. Some fields
of research in migration studies are only under-
taken by international organisations with a direct
policy interest and sometimes “policy-based evi-
dence-making”. Often enough, thorough studies
on the academic side are lacking — for instance
concerning the problem of human trafficking and
smuggling. All the articles presented here show that
there is not a one and only social and spatial real-
ity. Neither a single macro-theory nor a single micro-
theory is capable of grasping the multi-dimension-
al character of migration. This complexity of migra-
tion is due to the multi-layered character of the
migration process itself, which involves the inte-
gration of a wide range of personal decisions, con-
straints, regulations, norms and opportunities at
various spatial levels — accompanied now by
“transnational” developments sometimes with
contradictory effects (Portes and DeWind 2004).

Until now, many migration studies have operated
without a spatial fix and they have abstracted from
a concrete example for the sake of building typo-
logies. The mere quantitative interpretation of ex-
isting data and the processing of bi- and multi-
variate analysis in order to understand the trends
is also very common. Pull and push models use
such econometric methods. The results of these
studies mostly refer to data that build on the na-
tional average. The effects of the context are fre-
quently underrepresented in this kind of migra-
tion studies. But migratory processes are complex
and “not readily accessible to social-scientific
models that seek to isolate and test specific fac-
tors”. Migration can only be understood if linked
more closely with wider social theory and when

there is also a focus on the links between global
change and human mobility (Castles 2010b: 3f). As
many studies show, migration is always linked to
the level of human development in a particular zone
and it is likely that people living in the more central
parts of a region move earlier and under different
circumstances than those living on the margins. It
is a “certain degree of ‘development’ — which in-
creases capabilities and aspirations” — that enables
and motivates people to migrate (de Haas 2008).

One prominent line of thought makes reference to
spatial units that function on an abstract level
such as global cities or peripheries — and it puts
migration into the core of social change, which is
understood as a fundamental shift of the way in
which societies are organised. In this view migra-
tion becomes the consequence of broader trans-
formations such as global economic restructuring.
Migrants are integrated into global flows and cir-
cuits (Piore 1979, Castles and Kosack 1985, Cas-
tells 2003, Sassen 2003), and this process lables
many groups of population as “superfluous” for
the rest of the society, especially those groups
that have already been on the margins of the socio-
economic setting (Baumann 2005: 90f.).

Sassen’s focus on the role of global cities makes
migrants one key element for global restructuring
in the focus of analysis. Apart from the strategic
sectors that rely on highly qualified international
workers, the bulk of migrant supply goes into
those segments of the labour market that is in need
of cheap and often informal work: gastronomy,
household-related services and care work, clean-
ing and security. Macro-approaches tend to be
demand-oriented and they tend to see the mi-
grant as a victim of structural constraints. Still,
it would be misleading to interpret the migratory
landscapes as a mere outcome of such structural
constraints; individual agency and also institu-
tional and group agency structure the migration
flows. Theories highlighting structural explana-
tions often also fail to tackle the question why
certain national or ethnic groups are able to
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change their occupational situation quickly while
others are not; questions of integration have hard-
ly been touched within this perspective.

Theoretically opposed to this macro-perspective
are the neoclassical studies which assume that the
individual migrant chooses on the basis of knowl-
edge of a variety of options: Migration is thought
to better the individual life. It is assumed that the
individual is free to decide about the way migra-
tion takes place. In this view, migration flows are
the sum of thousands and thousands of individ-
ual choices and migration flows will tend to cease
as soon as wage differentials are balanced (Bor-
jas 1990). Starting from the idea that the migrant
acts as a homo oeconomicus, this perspective also
has its shortcomings: Wage differentials are hard-
ly the only factor provoking migration flows. The
so-called New Economics of Migration intro-
duced the notion of migration as a risk-diversify-
ing strategy while seeking to increase the house-
hold income or to minimise risks (Stark 1991). On
the other hand, studies concentrating mostly on
the individual level operating with anthropologi-
cal and biographical methods often fail to integrate
the effects of the location and the context into their
analysis. A narrow analysis, concentrating on in-
dividual cases and on selected forms of migration,
has its shortcomings, too: Which lessons are to be
learned from one case study without reflecting on
general trends and without relating to a theoretical
framework? None of the studies presented in this
issue refer to only individual cases; they all empha-
sise the importance of the context for the migrato-
ry process, they all “go spatial”.

Understanding migration is frequently linked to
the understanding of the underlying policies:
Questions of migration are highly politicised and
normative in most countries: Structural factors
restrict or facilitate flows of migrants between
countries. Politics, laws, norms and the socio-
economic setting merge in migration regimes that
map the boundaries of the migratory landscape.
Nation-states regulate migration as a key element

of their sovereignty — nearly always controlling
entries into the country, and sometimes also the
exits out of the country (see also Koser and Lutz
1998 on the “new migration in Europe”).

Of special interest in this issue of “DIE ERDE” is
the literature on the concept of transnationalism
which arose in the 1990s and reached its peak in
the early 2000s. Fassmann (2008: 22) concludes
that the combination of empirical analysis and
theoretical reflection is best represented in the
approaches on transnationalism and is among the
first to integrate this perspective into academic
geographical research. Nearly all authors rely on
the work by Glick Schiller et al. (1997) who de-
fine transnationalism as the outcome of transmi-
grants that span different social realities through
transnational networks. Each of these papers is
concerned with forms of social organisation that
go beyond the classical territoritality — in terms
of either diaspora (Light, Mazzucato), shifting sym-
bols (Vasta and Erdemir, Pages-El Karoui) or new
forms of regional integration (Sternberg and
Miiller, Henn). All six papers make use of qualita-
tive research methods and challenge the tradition-
al understanding of migration. It turns out that the
Ghanaians both in London and in the Netherlands
make use of specific strategies to cope with not
being at their place of origin; that diasporas func-
tion even though there is now widespread use of
English as a lingua franca. Return migration has
received a new role in these shifting geographies.

From “Old” towards “New”
Geographies of Migration

Ifit is assumed that there are new geographies of
migration, it is implied that there is such a thing
as “old” geographies. These “geographies of mi-
gration” are defined here as the collectivity of the
dominating spatial and social patterns of the mi-
gratory landscape. This conceptual approach re-
fers to Pessar and Mahler (2003), who first used
the term “gendered geographies of power” to ex-
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plain that migration links a wide variety of spatial
scales, from the local and familiar to the national
and global. They state that the gendered nature
of migration offers “power geometries” and that
gender operates simultaneously on multiple spa-
tial and social scales (the authors refer to the body,
the family and the state as units of analysis).

This editorial puts forward the proposal that the
geography of migration existing now might be
distinguished from an earlier geography of migra-
tion (read as the collectivity of earlier forms and
patterns of migration) — with overlaps and no
clear-cut boundaries between one and the other.
A geographical understanding reads the geogra-
phies of migration as a spatialised copy of the
social structure in the first place. But in a second
step, “place” also matters, shaping social organ-
isation and constructing social realities.

Table I summarises the main differences between
old and new geographies of migration as it is fre-
quently found in the vast body of literature.
Table I neither aims at giving a complete over-
view on such overlapping geograpies, nor does
it claim to explain the changes. But it may serve
here as a first point of reference to better under-
stand the theoretical setting of the new geogra-
phies of migration. It presents the main changes
concerning (a) the scale and direction of migra-
tion, meaning that the distinction between send-
ing and receiving countries tends to diminish and
that more mixed forms exist. Migrations tend to
be also more multidirectional and circular and in-
clude different forms of status (formal and infor-
mal) in the migratory project, leading to a transna-
tionalisation of lifestyles (see here also the stud-
ies of Glorius 2007 and Becker 2009 on the Polish
community in Germany, Goeke 2007, Pries 2008).
Concepts of circular migration have become one
tool adopted for the management of migration in
Europe (Fassmann 2008: 22). Of extreme impor-
tance for the changed geographies is (b) the in-
troduction and ‘democratisation’ of communica-
tion and transport: Computer-aided communica-

tion (including email and voice over ip) and the
dissemination of mobile phones allow a much fast-
er and cheaper communication among migrants in
most parts of the world. Cheaper flights to many
destinations have eased migration in the early
2000s, too (Vertovec 2001). (c) Compared to the
migratory flows after World War II in Europe the
initiative to migrate today seems to be more often
undertaken by the migrants themselves and less
through the recruitment of migrants, so-called
meso-links such as institutions and organisations
have gained momentum (Faist 1996, 2000). (d) Cul-
tural changes have had an impact on the new geo-
graphies: With globalisation the image of the na-
tion-state is increasingly fading out. There are glo-
bal myths that help keep the migration flow from
certain countries going (see Vasta and Erdemir
in this issue, Nyberg-Sorensen 2008). (e) For
many migrants the social organisation of the com-
munities has changed: “Imagined” communities
have often become the central point of reference,
referring to communities which are spread all over
the world (see Anderson 2003, von Schlichting
2008). Social networks and diasporas have be-
come the most important societal frame for many
migrants, and hometown associations have re-
ceived more attention than ever before (Oster-
gaard-Nielsen 2003). In addition, of outstanding
importance is the observation that (f) the whole
economic setting has changed. While after World
War Il all OECD countries were structured as in-
dustry-led societies, the 1980s and 1990s brought
de-industrialisation and increased flexiblity of the
labour markets. In times of industrial production
most migrants were integrated strongly through
the context of the place of work, today the inte-
gration into social networks and the relation to the
local context are the prevailing ways towards in-
tegration. Further, (g) the scientific approaches in-
vestigating migration have shifted away from more
quantitative approaches, focusing on pull- and
push-factors and econometrics, to highlighting
the importance of transnationalism and multi-
layered analysis. In this context also (h) the role
of women in migration has been analysed more in
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Tab. 1 Features of the “old” and the “new” geographies of migration (draft: Hillmann 2009) / Charak-
teristiken der ,,alten* und , neuen” Migrationsgeographien (Entwurf: Hillmann 2009)

Characteristics

Old geographies (1960-1990)

New geographies (since 1990)

Predominant scale
of international

National to national;

Distinction between sending and

Global;
More mixed forms of sending and receiving

migration receiving countries countries; emigrant countries turn to immigrant
countries; immigrant countries experience
emigration

Circularity Restricted, mostly unidirectional Often multidirectional, sometimes transnational,

moves

circular (also restricted)

Prevalent means of
transport and
communication

Railway, car, letters, telephone

Cheap flights, telephone, email

Form of agency
initiating migration

Colonial ties; recruitment of
workers

Driven by the migrants due to restricted entries

Culture

Nationally organised; strong
national images

Globalised hopes and myths of migration

Migrants’ social
organisation

Organised via the integration into
the labour market, especially in
manufacturing industry; weak
social networks between migrant
groups

“Imagined communities” diaspora organisation;
strong social networks between migrant groups

Prevailing scientific
approaches to
analyse migration

Human capital theory, neo-
classical models, new economics
of migration, dual labour market
theory, world system theory,
cumulative causation theory,
brain drain approach

Transnationalism, labour market studies, bi- and
multivariate analysis of integration and assimila-
tion, political economy of migration, migration
and development

Principles of gender
organisation in the
countries of arrival

Patriarchical; women are seen as
annex of the male migrant and
less integrated into the labour
market; idea of the “traditional”
immigrant wife

Women start to enter the labour market, gender
roles are less rigid, but still existing gendered
conflicts on the distribution of care work.

depth, emphasising gender roles and gendered
conflicts within and through migration (Me#z-
Gockel et al. 2008, Kofmann 2008, Hillmann and
Wastl-Walter forthcoming).

Migration involves various actors on various
scales, and each actor is attributed with a set of
different definitory powers. The concept of “de-
finitory power” refers to questions of power (We-

ber 1972) and legimitacy (4Arendt 1996) and differ-
entiates institutional and individual agency (Gid-
dens 1988). In the migration process, both insti-
tutional and individual power-play is at work. First,
it is of the utmost importance for states to seek to
regulate through their sovereignty the in- and
outflow of migration. In the meantime most states
have become aware of the impossibility of con-
trolling migration and try to establish forms of mi-
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gration management. In many countries conflicts
about the places in which migrants live sometimes
lead to extraterritorialised solutions (i.e. erecting
camps and designated areas for illegal migrants;
Agamben 2002). Some of the conflicts have been
militarised in the past ten years: electronic forms
of border control and fences have been enhanced
in the US, Northern Africa and in Europe as well
as on India’s border with Bangladesh. In addition,
cities have increasingly been structuring migra-
tion. While nations can discuss problems for years,
cities are the places where decisions have to be
taken and where migration is “lived” (Sassen 2009).
Cities act “within hierarchical fields of power” and
migrants might contribute to the “scalar position-
ing of those cities they live in” (Glick Schiller and
Caglar2009: 189ft.). Across Europe new urban re-
alities have arisen, and in a greying Europe immi-
grants make up a substantial share of the young
population (Gans et al. 2009). Migrants are in the
centre of social change, not on the margins.

It can be further assumed that not only states, but
also individuals and groups of migrants exercise
a form of spatial definitory power by moving on
the territory and by making use of its resources.
Most evident is the different extent of the spatial
definitory power of the individual: Who is able to
reach whom and who is able to get how far? Spa-
tial patterns, range and “reach” as well as the im-
pact of the context on the actions of individuals
are good indicators for the spatial definitory
power of migration shaping modern geographies.
They turn out to be highly gendered.

With globalisation, new opportunities and restric-
tions among the different levels arose. States had
to reorganise their restrictions on migration and
they created new laws in order to protect their own
territory from migration or to bring in workers for
the labour markets of needy branches. Masses of
immigrants drown in the Mediterranean, the Euro-
pean Commission is discussing a “blue card”, a reg-
ulation aimed at attracting highly qualified migrants
more easily. Unskilled mass migration as in the

1970s is no longer relevant to Europe, but unoffi-
cially a substantial group of people (between 1.9
and 3.8 mill., and half of them women, according to
the estimates) without documents and without a
permit to stay manages to live and work in Europe.
This group falls outside the regular measures of the
nation-state, but still has an enormous impact on
the societies we all live in. The number of children
and elderly people without a regular residence sta-
tus is not neglible (Kovacheva 2010:18). Precarious
living conditions are evident and the spatial defin-
itory power of these groups lies in its mere exist-
ence without any formalised power (Hillmann
2007). Table 2 sketches some of the examples of a
spatial definitory power of migration.

Some authors also suggest that new “social ques-
tions” accompanying globalisation (Castel and
Dorre 2009) are leading to the verge of a new so-
cial conflict, this time on the transnational scale.
Nationality is seen as an expression of the
politico-spatial dimension of global social in-
equality and it is the “civil societal organisations
themselves, in their cross-regional relations,
which replicate well-known social inequalities
through a kind of “international clientelism’ unit-
ing the ‘market of projects of the North” with the
‘donation market of the South’” (Faist 2007: 14ff.
and 23f.). The principle of the methodological
nationalism, referring to the “container society” in
which all social relationships take place, is “no
longer sustainable (even as a myth)” (Castles
2010a: 5). The fact of methodological nationalism
is relevant for all studies on social and spatial trans-
formation, but it holds especially true for migration
studies (Wimmer and Glick Schiller 2003).

With the new geographies, with the rescaling and
reshaping of borders and regulations in the globali-
sation process, many migrant groups succeed in
handling new forms of living arrangements — often
enough survival arrangements in precarious situ-
ations. Taking into account all these changes, it
would be misleading to restrict the analysis of mi-
gration to its most traditional forms. More research
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Tab. 2 Variations of the spatial definitory power of migration, Source: Hillmann2007:288 / Variationen

der rdumlich-definitorischen Macht von Migration, Quelle: Hillmann 2007: 288

Scale Examples for fhe S[')atlal definitory Tmpact/Influence
power of migration processes
Supranational/global International migration regimes and Binational/international
MACRO systems; global flows of migrants laws and treaties
National/state level Laws and regulations; possibility to select | Laws, institutional
and channel migration flows; regulation settings, welfare systems
of access to labour market
Groups/communities/ | Ethnic enclaves and ethnic economies; Network of flows:
MESO networks occasionally transnational resources; information, people and
diaspora organisation goods (remittances)
Local/place Upgrading of place through economic Stabilisation of the status
activities; segregation of certain quo or social innovation
neighbourhoods; fragmentation in the place of arrival/
remittance of home
MICRO | Individual level Expectation of participation in the Normative; collectively
societies or in the labour markets; normative
physical presence without formal rights

on the new, often transnational and at first sight
untypical characteristics of migration is needed.

The convergence of all these changed migration
patterns has been the starting point for the con-
ceptualisation of this special issue of “DIE ERDE”:
to grasp some aspects of the new geographies of
migration as part of a broader social change in Eu-
rope and global social transformation. The six arti-
cles presented here have been selected from a
broader spectrum of papers which focussed on
four lines of thought: first, the production of re-
presentations and myths, second, the shaping of
transnational hierarchies and diasporas, third, tran-
sitions in immigrant work strategies such as the
changed role of migrant economies and new work
arrangements, and fourth, the establishing of vis-
ible and invisible borders. The current issue
presents only those contributions which delineate
the emerging “new geographies” — focussing on
new forms of organisation and spatial
arrangements. Most chapters are based on quali-

tative data, sometimes combined with data collec-
tion for their analysis, and all of them present em-
pirical data — with the exception of Light s article
which is more theoretical, but had originally been
supported by quantitative modelling. All papers
focus on bilocal or multi-sited forms of migration,
three papers focus on European cities (London,
Paris, Antwerp), and three focus on the transna-
tional, diasporic character of the migrant group in-
vestigated (Ghanaians in the Netherlands, middle-
men all over the world, returning Chinese). All con-
tributions emphasise that the new geographies are
prominently shaped by the “telling of new stories”:

The first two articles pick up on the power of imag-
inaries, symbolic orders and narratives as one stim-
ulating essence of migration, often under-estimat-
ed regarding the self-sustainment of migration.
Here, ideas and images of foreign and unknown
places may act as a stimulus to consider migra-
tion and for the individual decision to migrate.
Ellie Vasta and Aykan Erdemir argue that the
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discussion on the construction and circulation of
myths presents new opportunities to reinterpret
the immigration process and to explore the role of
imperfect information among immigrants and in
the receiving society. The authors ask how “in-
formation on the migration process” is used in
two interlinked processes: by the receiving soci-
ety to debate, design, and implement policy, and
by immigrants to develop work strategies. Their
aim is to demonstrate that the information immi-
grants and receiving society members utilise in
making their decisions has mythical qualities in
the ways in which it is generated, circulated and
reproduced. The authors introduce the interlink-
ages between myth-making regimes and offer two
new concepts, i.e. “hegemonic myths” and “op-
portunity myths”. It is then argued that the inter-
linked effect of this regime in the era of “managed
migration” in the UK is crucial for understanding
the connections between the erosion of rights
and the perpetuation of immigration.

The contribution by Delphine Pages-El Karoui
focuses on the symbolic underpinnings that ac-
company the establishment of the new geogra-
phies of migration. The author presents the intro-
duction and the spread of shisha cafés in Paris
and France as an example for new spatial arrange-
ments. Her interest is not only in mapping the
geography of the shisha cafés in Paris and illus-
tration of their décor — as an exotic iconography
of meaning. She also analyses the behaviour and
habits of their customers — as part of the new
geographies of migration making use of new forms
of social organisation and spatial representation,
even new identities. She elaborates the hypothe-
sis that the young managers of the shisha cafés
aspire to create a new kind of ethnic business by
marketing an Eastern dream; “having a drop of
Orient in your Shisha” also means for the smok-
ers to reinvent their parents’ cultural background.
Another important line of thought deals with the
shaping of transnational hierarchies, diasporas
and development. As outlined above, globalisa-
tion has resulted in massive changes for the or-

ganisation of the diaspora. Nowadays, transna-
tional hierarchies are produced by the diaspora
itself and by (migrant) organisations. Valentina
Mazzucato refers in her article to the importance
of diaspora networks at the individual level. The
author adopts a transnational research approach
to investigate how migrant personal and network
characteristics relate to employment security,
housing security and the ability to solve a crisis.
The analysis is based on transaction, network and
life history data collected from migrants in the
Netherlands and also from their network members
in Ghana. The author shows that the migrants’
legal standing in Dutch society and, secondly —
and this refers to the new geographies of migra-
tion —, the migrants’ positioning within a transna-
tional network of actors are fundamental for se-
curing a living. Furthermore, the author highlights
the point that stringent migration policies in the
Netherlands lead to a retreat of the state as the
provider of basic needs. Migrants’ transnational
social networks cater for these needs, risking,
however, to become overly strained.

The article by Ivan Light analyses the changed
role of diasporas in the process of globalisation.
Concentrating on the notions of “assimilation”
and “language”, the author departs from the ob-
servation that assimilation means acquiring, in the
course of three generations, the language of ones
new homeland and forgetting the language of
ones ethnic origin. For immigrants, the road to
assimilation leads from monolingualism in a for-
eign language to bilingualism and back to mono-
lingualism in a new language. In the classical
countries of arrival, such as the United States and
Canada, whatever one’s ethnic origin, one’s
grandchildren would become English monolin-
guals. Therefore, thanks to assimilation, interna-
tional immigration routinely leaves no permanent
ethnic colonies in place abroad as a permanent
historical legacy. Diasporas are the exception to
this generalisation. Light raises the question to
what extent transnational migrants rely on the use
of language as a social bond and thus as a basis
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of enforceable social trust among merchants, even
over long distances. The existing literature — so the
author argues — has correctly inferred that trans-
migrants enjoy linguistic and social capital advan-
tages for international commerce and entrepreneur-
ship. This is a straightforward inference from the
literature about middlemen minorities. In the exist-
ing transnationalism literature Light finds a lack of
an awareness of the fact that globalisation reduc-
es the utility of bilingual conversations that do not
include English. Spanish-to-French competence is
not necessary when French exporters and Span-
ish importers both speak English. Globalisation
increasingly embeds world commerce, science, cin-
ema and diplomacy in a dominant language, Eng-
lish. This dominant language creates a global lin-
guistic structure where previously only linguistic
frictions existed. Here the definitory power of mi-
gration is attributed to the possibility to build up a
common language. According to Light, there is
every reason to suppose that economic conse-
quences result from the global dominance of Eng-
lish and this dominance embeds the earth in a struc-
ture which subserves transnationalism.

Rolf Sternberg and Claudia Miiller also point to
the importance of transnational linkages as an
emerging geographical reality. On the basis of an
economic geography approach and with little ref-
erence to the migration literature on the whole, the
authors point to AnnaLee Saxenian’s concept of
‘argonauts’ — well-educated young people from
less developed countries, who leave their respec-
tive home country because of unfavourable eco-
nomic and/or political conditions towards the US.,
to return later to set up a business in their home
country. It is argued that these ‘argonauts’ help
their home country to overcome the typical dis-
advantages of latecomer economies. By using a
qualitative survey of Chinese return migrants run-
ning their own businesses in their country of ori-
gin the authors analyse the role of the local and
international linkages of such return migrants for
local economic development. The article high-
lights that the new geographies of migration are

shaped by migrants as agents within globalised
labour markets. The authors chose to focus on the
biotech industry, which is certainly among the most
“flexible’ industries because it relies mostly on codi-
fied knowledge. This contribution illustrates how
close migration processes are linked to broader
economic trends and how regional patterns deter-
mine economic behaviour of individuals.

The article by Sebastian Henn highlights the role
of transnational communities for the emergence
of regional clusters — and brings concepts from
economic geography into the debate on migration.
The author analyses the example of Antwerp as
the most important centre of the global diamond
industry which has undergone a significant
change since World War II. It is argued that much
of this shift can be attributed to the commercial
activities of a transnational community, namely
Jain families. These Jain families are seen as agents
in the dynamics of regional clusters, their activi-
ties are linked to the new geographies of migra-
tion in so far as they foster regional concentra-
tion and branch specialisation.

The authors presenting their work in this spe-
cial issue stem from a variety of disciplines; most
come from geography, others from anthropology
and other social sciences. What unites their dif-
fering approaches is the inclusion of the spatial
dimension of changing geographies. It goes
without saying that not all contributions make
use of the same body of literature or the same
scientific approaches. What they have in com-
mon is the idea that migration is among the most
important forces propelling globalised social
organisation, creating new spatialisations.

Note

'Twant to thank Kirsten Abbot-Smith for the language
editing of this introduction, Sandra Boring and Katha-
rina Goethe for working on the former versions of the
contributions presented here and for their support of
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the conference in 2008. This issue would have not
been possible if it had not been financed by the DFG-
funded research project on “Gendered Labour
Markets for Immigrants from Developing Countries
in Germany” in the years 2007-2009. [ thank Stephen
Castles for his comments on this editorial and
Matthias Scheibner for preparing the figures.
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